they are not to be had, the case may be different, and, in conscientious editing, footnotes may be needed. When a corrupt form occurs in all the Mas. and a restoration is needed, the fact should always be recorded.
(4 ) In spelling it is not unfrequently seen that peculiarities are as uniform and regular as variations in words, phrases, and sentences, while in other cases they are quite accidental. In such cases the forms which are constant or generally prevailing in the texts before an editor, are those which should always be adopted, and mere blunders entirely overlooked. For instance, in Chanda's poem the well-known word Anangapala occurs repeatedly, spelled ST^WTPST. If in one place the dot on the top indicating then be absent, I think it would n be the merest pedantry to notice it. In some cases even persistent forms occurring in ancient works, such as the Vedas, may be safely Corrected without a footnote, and I cannot illustrate this better than by reference to the letters *r, $f, *er, which, in Mss. copied in Northern India, are frequently misplaced, and which Professor Max Mtiller has not thought it worth his while to notice.
( 5 ) As regards grammatical concordance, Professor Max Miiller has not hesitated to change simple forms, such as ^i^Frl into *Rrr?r where the context required the change. I fully subscribe to his rule ; but in the use of the tenses and other more complicated questions the safest plan appears to be to adhere to the text as closely as possible.
( 6 ) Errors in metre, when accidental or the results of bad copying, are easily corrected* Ancient authors> however, were, in $rgg;gr particularly, careless, and their errors cannot be corrected without tampering with the original. In all sacred works they have been respected by mediaeval Indian scholars, and accounted for as peculiarities of holy sages, arr^- Modern editors can do no better,
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